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Storage  of  Red  Pine  Seed 
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Heavy  crops  of  red  pine  seed  usually  occur  only  at  intervals  of  from 
3  to  5  years;  therefore 9  considerable  quantities  must  be  collected  and  stored 
for  use  in  those  rears  when  there  is  no  cron. 


In  order  that  the  viability  of  the  seed  may  be  maintained  during  the 


storage  neriod,  the  conditions  of  storage  are  imoortant 


In  1130  the  Station  put  into  storage  some  red  pine  seed  of  the  1928 
crop0  At  the  time  of  storing,  the  moisture  content  of  a  portion  of  the 
seed  was  reduced  from  its  original  5  9  percent  to  47  percent  and  the  mois¬ 
ture  content  of  the  remainder  was  increased  to  6  5  percent,  Samples  of 
seed  of  both  moisture  contents  were  stored  in  four  different  places,  Some 
of  the  seed  was  taken  out  in  1936  and  germinated  In  1940,  10  years  after 
it  was  first  put  into  storage,  the  remainder  was  tested  for  germination. 

The  following  table  shows  the  results: 


Germination  of  Red  Pine  Seed  after  Storage  at  Different  Temperature  and 

Moisture  Conditions 
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:e  results  indicate  that  red  pine  seed  can  safely  be  stored  in 
tightly  sealed  containers  at  temperatures  of  32°  to  40°  F- ,  with  moisture 
contents  of  not  more  than  6  5  percent,  for  at  least  10  years.  Slightly 
higher  temperatures— up  to  50°  F,— may  be  used  safely  if  the  original 
moisture  content  of  the  seed  is  reduced  to  less  than  5  percent, 
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